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TO    THE    REVD.    DR,     TRUSLER

13 Hercules Buildings,

Lambeth,
August 23, 1799.
REVD. SIR,

I really am sorry that you are f all'n out with the Spir-
itual World, Especially if I should have to answer for
it. I feel very sorry that your Ideas & Mine on Moral
Painting differ so much as to have made you angry with
my method of study. If I arn wrong, I am wrong in good
company. I had hoped your plan comprehended All
Species of this Art, & Expecially that you would not re-
gret that Species which gives Existence to Every other,
namely, Visions of Eternity. You say that I want some-
body to Elucidate my Ideas. But you ought to know
that What is Grand is necessarily obscuie to Weak men.
That which can be made Explicit to the Idiot is not
worth my care. The wisest of the Ancients consider'd
what is not too Explicit as the fittest for Instruction, be-
causes it rouzes the faculties to act. I name Moses, Solo-
mon, Esop, Homer, Plato.

But as you have favor'd me with your remarks on my
Design, permit me in return to defend it against a mis-
taken one, which is, That I have supposed Malevolence
without a Cause. Is not Merit in one a Cause of Envy in
another, & Serenity & Happiness & Beauty a Cause of
Malevolence? But Want of Money & the Distress of A
Thief can never be alleged as the Cause of his Thieving,
for many honest people endure greater hardships with
Fortitude. We must therefore seek the Cause elsewhere
than in want of Money, for that is the Miser's passion,
not the Thief s.